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Waved Albatross by Dušan Brinkhuizen 

 
Straddling the equator, some 600 miles west of mainland Ecuador lies perhaps the planet's most fabled 
archipelago. To many of us the Galapagos signify a paradise of sorts, but when Charles Darwin famously 
arrived there aboard the Beagle in 1835, he wrote: “Nothing could be less inviting – the country is 
comparable to what one might imagine ... the infernal regions to be.” Among sailors the islands were 
known as "Las Encantadas", or "the Enchanted Isles", as they were believed bewitched, often with a 
mysterious mist ("garua") hanging over them. Some even postulated that the land here was not anchored 
to the ground, but rather floated about at sea, confounding navigation. Indeed, everything present 
arrived via wind, water, or wings, and though the avenues are few, the proliferation of unique lifeforms 
is beyond remarkable. 
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Forever fascinating, this is one of Earth's most active volcanic areas, and the beautiful volcanic 
formations, together with the matchless wildlife and natural history, make for an utterly unique 
destination. Perennially popular among birders for the island endemics and stunning seabirds, nearly 
all the birds are tame, allowing for outstanding photography. In places one must be careful to avoid 
stepping on a Galapagos Sea Lion, a Marine Iguana or a Blue-footed Booby. The latter is perhaps the 
islands most iconic bird, and seeing pairs of them, bow and sway, whistling and honking, as they wave 
around their cobalt blue feet, is not something one forgets. Equally the thrill of watching a pair of Waved 
Albatross performing their intricate dance moves is another of the Galápagos highlights. The snorkelling 
is a wonder as well, with swimmers at times encircled by sea lions, sea turtles, and even Galápagos 
Penguins on occasion. The islands are named after their endemic Galápagos Giant Tortoises 
(‘galapagos’ means tortoise in Spanish) and seeing these magnificent beasts striding about, or sighing 
deeply as they wallow in the mud, one feels transported to another time, or even another world.  
 
Based aboard our very comfortable vessel serving excellent food and host to experienced local 
naturalists and crew, we'll explore these ruggedly beautiful islands in comfort. From the ugly-cute 
Marine Iguanas, to the shrieking Red-billed Tropicbirds, to the curious and endearing sea lions, an 
experience here marks a personal evolution. 
 

THE TOUR AT A GLANCE… 
 

Sani Lodge Pre tour extension 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
TOUR IN DETAIL… 

 
Days 1. Arrival in Quito and transfer to the lodge.  
 
Days 2 to 5: Sani Lodge. After a short flight to Coca, we continue the journey into the deep Amazon.  
We have three full days to explore this superb lodge in the heart of Amazonia. Few other lodges on Earth 
offer the diversity that Sani Lodge does - comfortable accommodation, good food, all the birds that one 
can handle, and access to both banks of the Rio Napo! Together with our local guides, we will establish 
the best birding plan for each day, trying to find as many species as possible. Aside from birding around 
the lodge itself, we will also visit a variety of micro-habitats within the Amazon rainforest by private 
canoe. The Kichwa community that owns the land and runs the lodge have not hunted on the 
property for more than 20 years, the well-represented wildlife is a testament to this fact.  
  

Day 1 Arrival in Quito. 

Day 2 Flight to Coca and transfer to Sani Lodge 

Day 3 Sani Lodge  

Day 4 Sani Lodge  

Day 5  Sani Lodge  

Day 6  Sani Lodge and flight to Quito, connect with Galapagos flight next day 
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On one of our days here, we will bird excellent 
terra firme forest, the most species rich habitat of the 
Amazon basin. Cocha Antshrike sits highest on our 
priority list, as Sani Lodge is one of the only reliable 
sites on earth to see this highly range-
restricted species. Other highly sought-after species 
include the rare Harpy Eagle, Ornate Hawk-
Eagle, Amazonian and Green-backed Trogons, White-
crowned and Western Striped Manakins, Yellow-
billed Jacamar, Brown Nunlet, Rufous-capped and 
Striated Antthrush, Ochre-striped and Thrush-like 
Antpittas, Scaly-breasted Woodpecker, Amazonian 
Barred Woodcreeper - there are far too many species 
to mention here!   
  
An understory mixed-flock may produce Long-
winged, White-flanked, Rufous-tailed 
and Yasuni Antwrens, Cinereous and Dusky-
throated Antshrikes, Olive-backed Foliage-gleaner, 
Long-billed Gnatwren and Tawny-crowned Greenlet. 
If we run into swarming army ants, we will hit the 

proverbial jackpot: Reddish-winged Bare-eye, White-plumed, Sooty, Lunulated, Scale-backed, White-
cheeked and Spot-backed Antbird are species that 
frequently attended ant swarms, so let’s hope we get to witness 
such a spectacular feeding frenzy! After lunch, we may venture 
out on the canoes again, or make an afternoon visit to the canopy 
tower.  
  
The canopy tower is another of the many highlights of Sani 
Lodge, located in pristine terra firme forest. At 
dawn, we shall walk the trail to the tower which can 
be very productive, such rarities as Wire-tailed Manakin, Banded 
Antbird and Collared Puffbird being seen frequently. In the past 
few years, Harpy Eagles have been seen regularly from the tower, 
and we will scan carefully for the major price of a bird. 
The main canopy tower itself is a spectacular structure (over 30m 
high!) and allows us an unparalleled opportunity to view canopy 
species that would otherwise be difficult, if not impossible, to see 
from the ground. A myriad of parrots, macaws, tanagers, 
toucans, barbets, cotingas, woodpeckers and raptors can be 
expected during a morning’s birding from the tower.   
  
Our afternoon birding will again depend on what species we 
desire, so we may explore the nearby forest trails or take another 
canoe ride through one of the creeks searching for the rare Zigzag 
Heron that’s best seen at dusk.  
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If time allows, we will head over to the Rio Napo islands. These islands, with early succession growth 
host an interesting array of avifauna, many of which are strictly tied to the island only. Specialists that 
we will be searching for include Olive-spotted Hummingbird, Lesser Wagtail-Tyrant, Black-and-white 
Antbird, White-bellied and Parker’s Spinetails, Lesser Hornero, Castelnau’s Antshrike, Spotted Tody-
Flycatcher, Fuscous Flycatcher, River Tyrannulet, Orange-headed Tanager and the beautiful Oriole 
Blackbird. Nearby parrot clay licks often host Yellow-crowned and Southern Mealy Amazons, Blue-
headed and Orange-cheeked Parrots, Dusky-headed and Cobalt-winged Parakeets and the scarce Scarlet-
shouldered Parakeet!  
  
Day 6: Sani Lodge to Quito. Today we will depart Sani Lodge before dawn and bird our way out if time 
permits. During the canoe ride, we have a last chance to add some new forest dwelling 
species to our list. After arriving at the Rio Napo, we will switch to our motorised canoes and head 
up the river to the city of Coca. From Coca, we will take a short internal flight back to Quito where we 
will start our Galapagos tour.  
 

The Galapagos Archipelago Cruise 
 

Day 1 (6) Arrival in Quito.  

Day 2 (7) Quito to Galápagos and board ship 

Days 3 to 8 (8 to 13) Cruising the Galápagos Archipelago 

Day 9 (14) 
Flight Galapagos-Quito, end of the main tour and first night of the post 
extension. 

 
 

TOUR IN DETAIL… 
Day 1: Arrival in Quito.  Guests arriving from their various 
points of origin will be greeted at the airport, and transferred 
to our hotel accommodations in Quito where we will enjoy 
a welcome dinner in anticipation of our forthcoming 
adventure. 
  
Day 2: Quito to Galápagos and board ship.  Today we 
will catch our flight to Baltra, a small island with an airport 
just north of Santa Cruz, which is the main central island of 
the Galápagos Archipelago. On arrival, we will see our first 
Darwin finches, including the inquisitive Small and 
Medium Ground Finches, and Baltra is also one of the best 
areas to see land iguanas, so have your binoculars ready and 
your eyes open! At the Itabaca Channel we will board our 
very comfortable vessel, the Nemo III, meet our crew, Common Cactus Finch by Dušan Brinkhuizen 
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receive an orientation session, and then lunch. The plan of the 
afternoon depends on various factors but we’ll surely do some 
birding at well-known nearby sites such as Las Bachas or Isla 
Seymour Norte. Species that we can expect to see in the area 
include Brown Noddy and Galápagos Shearwater, various 
Darwin finches and perhaps our first Lava Heron! 
 
Days 3 to 8: Cruising the Galápagos Archipelago. Over the 
last few years, cruise itineraries have been highly controlled 
by the Galápagos National Park authorities. Standard cruises 
are often very limited from a birding perspective. Our cruise 
has special permissions allowing us to combine the key 
islands and sites for the optimal Galapagos birding itinerary. 
The order in which we visit the sites varies from one trip to 
the next, but during our cruise we shall take in the top sites, 
including these below. 
 
Genovesa Island: this small and remote horse-shoe shaped 
island lies in the far northeast of the archipelago. It is a shield 
volcano of which the caldera walls have collapsed, forming a 
spectacular bay named after Darwin, the ‘Great Darwin Bay’. 
The surrounding cliffs are literally packed with seabirds, and the island is therefore also known as ‘Bird 
Island’. Landing here, we will enjoy the nesting colonies Great Frigatebirds and Red-footed Boobies, 
seldom encountered elsewhere in the islands, and Nazca Boobies and Swallow-tailed Gulls also nest here 
and shall be at close range. The two island endemics, Genovesa Ground Finch and Genovesa Cactus 
Finch are the main targets, as both have been recently split as separate species. The Large Ground Finch 
with its massive beak is also fairly common on the island, so we need to make sure to study the different 

finches carefully. Lava Gull, the rarest gull in the 
world with perhaps less than 1000 total, is another 
sought-after target that nests in small numbers in the 
mangroves on Genovesa. If access is permitted, we’ll 
hopefully have the option to climb up to a large 
colony of Wedge-rumped Storm Petrels. Thousands 
of them nest in burrows and crevices on a large lava 
plateau, and dense clouds of storm petrels can be 
seen during the day. At this colony, the golden 
‘Galapagos’ Short-eared Owl has adapted to 
specialize in catching storm petrels. When carefully 
scanning the lava cracks and gullies, a couple of 
them are usually found. This taxon is darker in 
plumage compared with the mainland Short-eared 
Owl and some consider it a separate species. 
 
San Cristóbal Island: The eastern most and 
geologically oldest island of the archipelago. The 
endemic and endangered San Cristóbal Mockingbird 
is our principal target here, and fortunately the 

Woodpecker Finch by Dušan Brinkhuizen 
 

San Cristóbal Mockingbird   
by Dušan Brinkhuizen 
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species is usually not too difficult to find 
at lower and mid elevations. We will also 
be seeking the endemic ssp. of Grey 
Warbler-Finch while we have good 
chances for Dark-billed Cuckoo. If the 
schedule allows, we may venture into the 
highlands and visit El Junco lagoon. This 
crater lake is a result of an extinct 
volcano, rather than a lagoon in the 
typical sense - and it is the only 
freshwater spring in all the Galápagos 
Islands! The fresh water frequently 
attracts Magnificent Frigatebirds that 
come in to drink.  
 
Other waterbirds that we might expect to 
see here include the endemic subspecies 
of White-cheeked Pintail, Common Gallinule and possibly some migrant waders. Darwin finches that 
we will be looking for in the highlands include Small Tree Finch and Woodpecker Finch. The latter is 
famous for its ability to use a tool while foraging, and therefore often nicknamed ‘carpenter finch’. Tools 
include cactus spines or short twigs that they actively use to pry grubs out of tree branches. The bird may 
adjust its tool to make it more manageable, and often carries it from branch to branch for reuse. The 
species is usually easy to recognise by its distinct movements, which are reminiscent of those of a 
nuthatch. At mid elevations we’ll also be looking for the parrot-bill shaped Vegetarian Finch. The rare 
Galápagos Rail has been reported from the highlands of San Cristóbal but we will need a lot of luck to 
find it here. 

 
Española Island: This small, low-lying island in the 
southeast is probably best known for its colony of 
Waved Albatross, the only member of the family 
Diomedeidae that breeds in the tropics. Unfortunately, 
the species is currently classified as Critically 
Endangered, and almost the entire world population 
nests on this island. No doubt the albatross will be the 
star attraction, but there are also other important 
species that occur on the island. The ubiquitous 
Española Mockingbird is the largest of the endemic 
mockingbirds, is the least timid, and will probably 
greet us as we disembark at Punta Suarez. From here 
we will hike through a spectacular colony of seabirds, 
and apart from Waved Albatrosses, we can expect to 
see Nazca and Blue-footed Boobies, Red-billed 
Tropicbird and Swallow-tailed Gulls, all a few feet 
away. Española Cactus Finch is another island 
endemic that is often observed foraging amongst the 
nesting seabirds. Grey Warbler-Finch is fairly 

Galápagos Dove by Dušan Brinkhuizen 
 

Swallow-tailed Gull by Dušan Brinkhuizen 
 



RBL Ultimate - Ecuador - Galapagos Itinerary (Cruise)  7 
 

 

 

common in the dry scrub and Galápagos Dove also prefers this arid habitat. Furthermore, the island is a 
great site for close encounters with Galápagos Hawk.  
 
Floreana Island: The island holds two key endemics which are both Critically Endangered. One of them 
is the Medium Tree Finch, that is restricted to the highlands of Floreana. We’ll drive up to a site named 
Asilo de la Paz where we will specifically look for this target. If time allows, we will also pay a visit to 
the tortoise reserve, generally a good site for various tree finches and Galápagos Flycatcher. The other 
endemic is the extremely rare Floreana Mockingbird. The species used to inhabit the main island of 
Floreana but after Darwin’s visit it soon became extinct. Now it survives on two small satellite rocks 
only. In order to see it, we need special permission to circumnavigate Champion Islet in the hope to see 

a few birds of this tiny surviving population. 
 
Isabela Island: Is by far the largest, but also one of the 
youngest islands of the archipelago. Consequently, it is 
also one of the most volcanically active places on earth, 
with no less than five active volcanoes: Alcedo, Cerro 
Azul, Darwin, Sierra Negra and Wolf. Depending on our 
schedule, we may drive up to the Sierra Negra Volcano, 
one of the most impressive volcanoes in the archipelago. 
Here we can hike up to the caldera, one of the largest of all 
of the Galápagos volcanoes (c. 10km wide). The caldera is 
our best chance at finding the rare and erratic Galápagos 
Martin, a species that is chiefly found in the highlands of 
Isabela. The grasslands and dense thickets are good 
habitats for the elusive Galápagos Rail, a species locally 
known as ‘pachay’. This much sought-after endemic is 
rather secretive by nature, but on occasion may approach 
very closely. The Scalesia forest patches along the trail are 
good for several interesting species, including Woodpecker 
Finch, Green Warbler-Finch, Small Tree Finch and 
Galápagos Flycatcher. Darwin’s Flycatcher (a recent split Galápagos Penguin by Dušan Brinkhuizen 

 

Blue-footed Booby and Marine Iguanas by Dušan Brinkhuizen 
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of the mainland Vermilion Flycatcher), is another target here. On the way back to Puerto Villamil, we 
may visit a small pond north of town to look for American Flamingo and possibly some migrant waders. 
The arid zone outside the town holds some prickly-pear cacti where we will look for Common Cactus 
Finch and Galápagos Mockingbird. We may also visit the nearby Humedales, located west of town. Here 
there is a lovely boardwalk that goes through mangroves and brackish tidal lagoons. It is a good area to 
search for several species of Darwin finches, Mangrove Warbler and waterbirds such as White-cheeked 
Pintails and Black-necked Stilt. (Unfortunately, there are no confirmed records of Mangrove Finch, yet!).  
 
Fernandina Island: Punta Espinosa is the key site for Flightless Cormorant. This iconic Galápagos 
endemic is the largest species of cormorant in the world, and unique in having lost its ability to fly. 
Typically, a few of these massive cormorants are observed standing on the shore, and allow close 
approach. They often stand amongst Marine Iguanas, spreading their tiny wings, which all looks rather 
silly. At this site, the iguanas or so-called ‘dragons’ are abundant and very large. It is also a good place 
to find Galapagos Hawk that preys on the young iguanas. The endangered Galapagos Penguin is the only 
penguin species that reaches the northern hemisphere. The species shares its nesting grounds with the 
cormorants, and they are also frequently seen at this site. One has to carefully scan along the rocky shore 
for Galapagos Penguins, as they can be tricky to spot when foraging in the water. The nearby Tagus Cove 
and Elizabeth Bay on Isabela are good places to look for penguins as well, and if we get lucky we might 
even get to swim with them.  
 
Day 9: Disembark and flight to Quito. Today we’ll disembark our Galápagos cruise and transfer to 
Baltra Airport on a flight back to Quito where the tour will conclude for those not moving onto our post 
tour extension.  
 

Northwest Cloud-forest tour 
 
This classic tour covers all the important birding sites found northwest of the capital Quito. This area is 
part of the Chocó bioregion which hosts a great number of endemics and specialties that we will 
target. We will be based in the Tandayapa and Mindo valleys from where we will do our day trips to 
various renowned private reserves affording us an outstanding way to support local conservation 
projects for long-term habitat protection. A wide array of habitats will be birded starting with the 
mystical elfin forest of the temperate zone soon followed by the bird-rich subtropical cloud-forests. We 
will also venture further down into the tropical foothill forests to eventually reach the mega diverse 
lowlands. Iconic species that we will be after include Andean Cock-of-the-Rock (red version), 
Giant Antpitta, Plate-billed Mountain-toucan, Chocó Toucan, Toucan Barbet, Club-winged Manakin, 
Glistening-green Tanager, Orange-breasted Fruiteater and Velvet-purple Coronet to mention but a 
few. In case rarities such as Banded Ground-cuckoo and/or Rufous-crowned Gnatpitta show up in the 
area we will do our very best to fit in a twitch. A great network of birding reserves together with good 
infrastructure, unsurpassable scenery and friendly people make Northwest Ecuador one of the planet’s 
most delightful birding destinations.  
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TOUR IN DETAIL… 
 

Day 1: Arrival in Quito. Guests 
greeted at the airport, and transported 
to our hotel accommodations 
in Quito. A fine dinner overlooking 
historic downtown Quito/. 
  
Day 2: Yanacocha to Mindo. Deep 
in the heart of the Cloud-
forest, Bellavista is a protected 
reserve surrounded by outstanding 
habitat and allowing access 
to mature forest canopy. An early 
morning start will take us to the top 
of the Tandayapa valley for the dawn 
chorus at c. 2300m 

(7500 ft) elevation. Mixed-species 
flocks often hold the conspicuous 
Cinnamon Flycatcher, White 

tailed Tyrannulet, Montane Woodcreeper, gaudy Flame-faced and Beryl-spangled 
Tanagers, Capped Conebill, Streaked Tuftedcheek, Plushcap, Green-and-black Fruiteater, 
Spectacled Whitestart and the beautiful Masked Trogon. Spillmann’s Tapaculo is easy to hear but harder 
to see in the dense undergrowth, as is the sought-after Ocellated Tapaculo. Other delightful 
specialties that we’ll be looking for include the amazing Plate-billed Mountain Toucan, the stunning 
Grass-green Tanager, Crested and Golden-headed Quetzal, Powerful Woodpecker, Turquoise Jay, Plain-
tailed Wren and Streak-headed Antbird. Rare species include the White-faced Nunbird, Slaty Finch, 
Black-and-chestnut Eagle and the retiring Tanager Finch. For the latter we have several territories that 
we will try for. We will also have another look at the lodge feeders with gems including Violet-tailed 
Sylphs, Gorgeted Sunangel, the tiny Purple-throated Woodstar and the exquisite Booted Racket-
tail which is always a favourite. In the afternoon we will bird our way down to our luxurious 
accommodations in the Mindo valley, which is no less a hummingbird paradise than 
the Tandayapa Valley!  
  
Day 3: Refugio Paz de las Aves & Chontal. This morning we will visit the famous Refugio Paz de Las 
Aves, a private cloud forest reserve and perhaps the most amazing bird show on earth. Walking along 
the forest trails, we will be searching for some of the more difficult forest undergrowth skulkers on Earth. 

 Day 1 (14)  Night in Quito after the cruise 

Day 2 (15) Yanacocha to Mindo 

Day 3 (16) Refugio Paz de las Aves & Chontal  

Day 4 (17) Reserva Amagusa & Mashpi Road 

Day 5 (18) Rio Silanche 

Day 6 (19) Back to Quito 

Giant Antpitta by Dubi Shapiro 
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A number of years ago, the entrepreneurial 
Ecuadorians brothers, Angel & Rodrigo Paz 
managed to coax a number of mega species into view 
through the use of daily feeding rituals! One of the 
stars of the show is undoubtedly the goliath Giant 
Antpitta, which often approaches to within only a 
few feet! Other specialities include Dark-backed 
Wood Quail, Ochre-breasted and Yellow-breasted 
Antpittas, Rufous-breasted Antthrush and Nariño 
Tapaculo as well as the more widespread species 
such as Sickle-winged Guan and Golden-winged 
Manakin. We will also visit a lek with a regularly 
attending population of Andean Cock-of-the-rock, 
one of the gaudiest of all South American birds! 
Along the way, we may find a fruiting tree attended 
by Crimson-rumped Toucanet, Scaled Fruiteater, the 
elusive Olivaceous Piha and the stunning Toucan 
Barbet. Lyre-tailed Nightjars are regularly found on 
their day roost here and rarities have included White-

faced Nunbird, Cloud-forest Pygmy Owl, Ecuadorian Seedeater and Black-and-chestnut Eagle.  
 
In the afternoon, we will travel to lower elevations of the Guayllabamba drainage to look for Oilbirds, 
another iconic monotypic family species from South America. We will visit a day roost of these bizarre 
looking creatures that are in fact nocturnal and strictly frugivorous. Like bats, they are known to use 
echolocation for navigating in the dark, something unique among birds. Other species of interest that we 
may encounter nearby include Striped Cuckoo, Pale-mandibled Aracari, Rufous-tailed Jacamar, Band-
backed and Whiskered Wrens, Pacific Antwren and White-backed Fire-eye.  
 
Day 4: Reserva Amagusa and Mashpi road. This 
newly discovered area holds some of the finest Chocó 
endemic cloud forest species. At the Amagusa Reserve, 
we will visit the fruit feeders where we have excellent 
chances of seeing the increasingly-rare Moss-backed 
Tanager, as well as a host of other, no less attractive, 
Tanager species, including Glistening-green, Black-
chinned Mountain, Rufous-throated, Lemon-rumped, 
Flame-faced, Golden-naped and Golden. Crimson-
rumped Toucanet and White-throated Quail-Dove also 
frequently squeeze into the tanager cast. The 
hummingbird feeders attract spectacular species such as 
Velvet-purple Coronet, Violet-tailed Sylph, Brown Inca, 
Purple-bibbed Whitetip and Empress Brilliant, all 
stunning Chocó endemics. If it is not too foggy (which is 
often the case at this cloud forest site) photographic 
opportunities will be outstanding. 
 Oilbird by Dušan Brinkhuizen 

 

Rufous-breasted Antthrush by Dušan Brinkhuizen 
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We move on to the more famous Mashpi Road, which provides 
easy birding and access to elevations ranging from 1,600m 
down to 900m (5,000 – 3,000ft). We will be targeting 
endemics at several sites along the road, primarily looking for 
mixed-species flocks which often hold rare species such as 
Indigo Flowerpiercer, Chocó Vireo, Pacific Tuftedcheek, 
Uniform Treehunter and Orange-breasted Fruiteater. Stunners 
like Toucan Barbet and Glistening-green Tanager can be 
common in these flocks. If we get really lucky, we might run 
into Black or Rufous-brown Solitaires which are present but 
rather secretive. In the understory, we will look for Zeledon’s 
and Esmeraldas Antbirds amongst others. Rose-faced Parrot 
and Blue-fronted Parrotlet frequently fly by, but we’ll need a 
bit of luck to see them perched. We start to reach lowland 
forest as we descend the lowest parts of the road with goodies 
such as Grey-and-gold Tanager, Scarlet-browed Tanager, 
Orange-fronted Barbet and Barred Puffbird. Very rare birds 
that have been seen here in the past include Banded Ground 
Cuckoo, Rufous-crowned Antpitta and Baudo Guan! 
 

Day 5: Rio Silanche.  Today we will be exploring the lower areas of the Chocó region (500m / 1600ft) 
searching for specials that are only shared with adjacent Colombia. These forests are sadly disappearing 
at an alarming rate due to a combination of logging, mining and expansion of oil palm plantations. The 
canopy tower in the Rio Silanche Bird Sanctuary (Mindo Cloud Forest Foundation) provides good views 
of the forest canopy and we will spend some time here sifting carefully through the canopy for mixed-
species flocks (with patience, they usually move by every hour). Targets in these flocks include Scarlet-
breasted and Scarlet-thighed Dacnis, Blue-whiskered, Grey-and-gold, Golden-hooded, Bay-headed, 
Rufous-winged and Scarlet-browed Tanagers, Slate-throated Gnatcatcher, Brown-capped Tyrannulet and 
Yellow-margined Flatbill. Larger birds in the forest are represented by Chocó, White-tailed, Black-
throated and Collared Trogons, Cinnamon, Black-cheeked, Guayaquil and Crimson-bellied (rare) 
Woodpeckers, Dusky Pigeon, Chocó Toucan, Pale-mandibled Aracari, White-whiskered Puffbird, 
Orange-fronted Barbet, Black-striped and 
Northern Barred Woodcreepers, to name but 
a few. Hummingbirds that are commonly 
observed at this reserve include Purple-
chested and Blue-chested Hummingbirds, 
White-whiskered Hermit and Band-tailed 
Barbthroat. The understory flocks often 
hold goodies like Checker-throated, Dot-
winged and White-flanked Antwren, 
Tawny-faced Gnatwren and Black-crowned 
Antshrike while the understory skulkers 
here include Chestnut-backed and Bicolored 
Antbirds, Black-headed Antthrush and 
Southern Nightingale-Wren. Rare birds that 
we have seen in the area (sometimes 

Andean Cock-of-the-rock 
 by Dušan Brinkhuizen 

Toucan Barbet by Jonathan Rossouw 
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frequently) include Scaly-throated Leaftosser, Black-tipped Cotinga, Brown Wood Rail, Plumbeous 
Hawk and Berlepsch’s Tinamou!  
 
Day 6: Final departures. Today we transfer to Quito airport for their international flights back home.  
 
FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS: 
 
Group Size & Price:  
 
Pre – Sani Lodge extension - $2850 
Single supplement: $425 
 
Price is per/guest and based on dual occupancy at all accommodations and a minimum of 8 and a maximum 
of 13 registered guests. Costs include services of a Madavor representative, Rockjumper tour leader and a 
local guide.  
 
The Galapagos Archipelago Cruise - $7650 
Single supplement: $6900 
 
Price is per/guest and based on dual occupancy at all accommodations and a minimum of 10 and a 
maximum of 15 registered guests. Costs include services of a Madavor representative, Rockjumper tour 
leader and a local guide.  
 
Northwest Cloud-forest tour - $1850 
Single supplement: $200 
 
Price is per/guest and based on dual occupancy at all accommodations and a minimum of 7 and a maximum 
of 13 registered guests. Costs include a Rockjumper tour leader and a local guide.   
 
If a guest wishes to share a room to avoid the cost of a single supplement and neither guest nor Rockjumper 
can secure a roommate for the guest, then the single supplement cost is applicable. We make every effort to 
find a roommate for guests who want one, but we do not guarantee room shares.  
 
THE TOUR FEE INCLUDES:  
• All accommodations on a sharing basis as per the itinerary;  
• All meals; 
• Bottled water on vehicles;  
• All entrance fees;  
• All internal flights;  
• Gratuities for local guides and drivers;  
• All scheduled activities as listed in Itinerary;  
• All transfers as per the itinerary; and  
• All guiding and transportation services during the tour  
 
THE TOUR FEE EXCLUDES:  
• All international flights and visa costs;  
• No drinks other than bottled water on the vehicles;  
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• Travel Insurance and any applicable departure tax  
• Telephone calls, spa treatments, curio purchases and items of a personal nature;  
• Any special gratuities.  
 
IMPORTANT NOTES:  
a) Due to constantly fluctuating exchange rates, we quote our tours in 4 currencies. The tour price 
is however fixed only in the currency printed in bold, and the actual cost in the other currencies 
listed will be adjusted according to prevailing exchange rates at the time of final invoicing (usually 
4 months before the tour.) The same applies to approximate flight and single supplement rates, 
which are also quoted in the respective fixed currency. 
b) Rates are based upon group tariffs; if the tour does not have sufficient registration a small party 
supplement will have to be charged.  
c) Furthermore, these costs are subject to unforeseen increases in tour related costs and may have 
to be adjusted as a result.  
d) Lastly, we may be forced to change or alter the itinerary and / or the designated Rockjumper 
leader/s at short or no notice due to unforeseen circumstances; please be aware that we will attempt 
to adhere as close to the original program as possible. 
Please note:  
 
 In some areas, it may be very hot and exposed. We will thus make good use of the early mornings 

and will have early starts to avoid, as far as possible, birding in the middle of the day. You must be 
prepared with drinking water and suitable sun protection at all times. 

 Walking on most islands is generally easy, but on a few we will be hiking over ground strewn with 
boulders, sharp rocks and lava.  

 It is important for the comfort of your fellow travellers that you do not over-pack. Kindly stick to 18 
kg (40 lb) for check in luggage and 5 kg (+-11 lb) for hand luggage. The airlines impose a heavy 
tariff on any excess baggage. 

 These tours do not require a high level of fitness, but participants should be in good general health. 
If you have any physical limitations, please notify us in advance of departure. 

 Accommodation throughout the trip is of a very good standard. While cabins are considered spacious, 
this must be considered in relation to other comparatively sized vessels. 
 

Tipping: As noted above, gratuities (drivers, hotel staff, restaurants etc) are included on this tour. 
However, this does NOT include your Rockjumper leader/s. If, therefore, you feel that he/they have given 
you excellent service, it is entirely appropriate to tip them. 
 
ARRIVAL & DEPARTURE DETAILS: 
 
This tour includes all internal flights.  
 
The above information in respect of arrivals and departures is a guide only. Precise arrival and departure 
information will be sent to you in your Tour Confirmation package once the tour has been officially 
confirmed. If you wish to arrive early and/or depart late and would like assistance in this regard, kindly 
contact the Rockjumper office. 
 
FLIGHTS: 
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Mariscal Sucre International Airport, Quito (IATA: UIO), Quito is the major port of entry into Ecuador 
for this tour. Please DO NOT book any international flights until you have consulted the Rockjumper office 
for confirmation on the status of the tour. 

 
The Nemo III 

 
Our vessel, the Nemo III is a large 
Trans-oceanic multi-hull yacht used 
for cruising and charters. This large 
motor sail catamaran was built to house 
a maximum of 14 guests in 7 cabins. 
Visits to the various islands are made 
by Zodiac inflatable. Landings are both 
‘wet’ and ‘dry’. Wet landings require 
you to disembark from the Zodiac near 
to shore, often in water approximately 
knee deep. Dry landings are made at 
docks or against rocky outcrops 
requiring a decent sense of balance to 
step off the Zodiac and onto sometimes 
slippery.  
 

It is critical for your 
tour satisfaction and 

more importantly your safety, that you are able to handle embarking and disembarking from the Zodiac. 
If you are unsteady on your feet or have any balance issues, then please do not register for this tour.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Covered external deck 
 

The Nemo III 
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Double bed with Single bed cabin 
 

 

Twin bed cabin 
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The Nemo III Upper Deck Plan 
 

 

 
The Nemo III Lower Deck Plan 


